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Dear Parents,

This guide has been produced in order to help you to support your children in their Hebrew

Studies as they progress through King David Primary School.

We hope you will find it beneficial and if you need any further assistance please do not hesitate

to contact me.

Mrs. Glickman

Head of Jewish Studies
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Blending Letters and Vowels

In order to be able to read letters with vowels, we teach the children to say the phonetic sound of the letter first,
followed by the sound of the vowel and then to merge these sounds together.

For example:-

g +a=¢ga |

m+1=mi A

Once the children have mastered this skill with practice, they are able to merge the sounds together simultaneously.



Vowels

Once the children have mastered the Alef Bet, they are introduced to vowels in the following order. They begin by
blending single letters with vowels before moving on to 2 and 3 letter words. As they learn more vowels, they begin to
read words with mixed vowels.

Name of Vowel Shape of Vowel Sound of VVowel
Kamatz a, as in bat
T

Patach a, as in bat
Patach yud I, as in high

D
Tzeirei e, as in bed
Tzerei yud ay, as in hay

D
Segol e, as in bed




Name of Vowel Shape of Vowel Sound of VVowel
Sh’va This vowel can be silent or
loud. If loud it has no
. specific sound, it just
" emphasises the sound of
the hebrew letter.
Cholam - / 1 0, as in top
Chirik I, as in tin
Chirik Yud ee, as in tree
D
Koobootz 00, as in boo
l.. :
Shoorook ] 00, as in boo

Final letters are often written without vowels — if no vowel appears then you just read the phonetic sound of the letter.

On the next few pages you will find aleph bet charts with each of the vowels — please remember that Hebrew is read from
right to left.
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Here are some 1 and 2 syllable words to try:-

™I | PN | V29| ANN | DIP | O
122 NP0 | ™3 | MR | PIY | NV
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DV

tayas

chametz

X VNN

reshet
79)
goor

machat

nay

aE}

sookah

shabbat

IR,

LA

20

chesed
PN
eloo

challah

Here are some slightly more tricky words to try:-
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Sh’va Rules




There are many rules for the Sh’va vowel — we only introduce the first 2 rules to begin
with and later, once the children are confident with reading multi syllabic words with
all vowels, we begin to introduce the rest of the rules.

1. A sh’va at the beginning of a word is sounded.

Examples :

P’tach NN

D’var 2T

Vet N



2. A single sh’va in the middle of a word is usually not sounded.
Shelcha :[b\f)

Etchem DONN

Catvah NN



3. A double sh’va in the middle of a word — the 15t sh’va is not sounded and the
2" sh’va is sounded.

oo WAD)

aaswera  TYTR
Visr'foo 1979
Nichs'ta n9vI)
Ear'cha THY

4. A single sh’va at the end of a word is not sounded.



Lech T2
Berach )3
A I

5. A double sh’va at the end of a word — neither are sounded.
Ant N
vayashk P\’)Z]

amart ARm)AIA
gadalt ﬂb‘T)

6. A letter with a sh’va that has a dagesh (dot) inside it is sounded.



Hab’chor "\1'33:1‘0
Kid’shanoo NYTPR

Mip'nay "9

7.1f there are twin letters in a word and the 15t one has a sh’va vowel it is
sounded.

Hin'nee  )J7)
Har’ray 0
Hal’loo ﬁ‘??ij

Hebrew Writing




The Hebrew letters are mostly formed in a certain way to enable the writing to
flow from right to left as this is the way Hebrew is written.

Script writing is introduced in Year 2. Moving from block to script is the
equivalent of learning cursive writing in English. Whilst Block print reinforces
reading skills, script writing is used as a means of speedwriting.

In its more advanced form, Script writing is used without vowels but to begin
with we encourage the children to use vowels in order to be able to read the
words they have written.

On the following pages you will find charts showing the correct formation of the
Hebrew letters in both block and script.



Correct Block Letter Formation

T M TD T .
En nlniliee
Ju\ﬂ%.lae.@ .W.M
ﬂ.\l Lz,v/_/D\qﬂD nqm
i







Now try and copy these letters:-

e 2

ST
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